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Amendments to the Claims: , 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
above-identified Application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Previously presented). A process for the microbial oxidation of the 
compound of Formula II 



which compri$es: 

contacting said compound of Formula II with a microorganism capable of 
accomplishing the oxidation of the methyl group of the compound of Formula II to 
the carboxyl group of the compound of Formula I, and 

incubating the resultant mixture to yield an amount of the compound of 
Formula I. 

2. (Currently amended). The process as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
microorganism is selected from the group consisting of Cunmngham c lla cchinulata 
ATCC No. 9241, Cunmnghamclla cchinulata A T CC No. 8688 a, Cunmnghamclla 
oehinulata ATCC No. 26269, Cunm n ghamclla cchinulata ATCC No. 8 9 8 3, 
Cunmnghamclla cchinulata ATCC No. 10028b, Cunmnghamclla c c hinulata ATCC 
No. — 9215, — Cunmnghamcl l a ' cchinuiata — ATCC — N<=h — 361 12 > — C unmng h amclla 
k &mo t kallica ATCC No. 16161, Alwrnaria sotani ATCC No, 11078, PcmciUium 
glabrum -ATCC No. 11080, Diplodia gossypina ATCC No. 2057 5 ? Absidia rcpcns 
ATCC No. 1 4 849, Absidia repens ATCC No. lAA&lrAs p& r gillus tamarii ATC C N o. 
16865, a n d Glomcr cl la lagcna ri a ATCC N o. 1172 1. 

3. (Canceled). 




to the compound of Formula I 
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19. (Previously presented). The process as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
microorganism is an intact microorganism, and further comprising isolating said 
compound of Formula I by extraction of said mixture with an organic solvent, and 
subjecting said extraction to chromatography. 
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